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Have you ever gone searching for hidden 
treasure? I suspect any boy or girl with a 
shovel on a Florida or California beach has 
dug at one time or another in hopes of finding 
buried treasure from a long-lost pirate ship. As 
the sand flies, grown adult men scan the same 
beach with their metal detectors in hopes of 
finding treasure in much more sophisticated 
adult way. 
 
In 2009, Federal authorities raided the home 
of former Air Force pilot and art dealer 
Forrest Fenn in search of some ancient treas-
ure supposedly in his position. Their raid 
yielded nothing, but not to be out done, Fenn 
penned a poem which serves as a map to 
treasure he supposedly hid somewhere “below 
the home of Brown” along a stream in the 
Rocky Mountains somewhere from Wyoming 
to New Mexico. 
 
Fenn’s poem “Where the Treasure Lies” bears 
within it nine clues that should lead the treas-
ure seeker to a chest containing over $1 mil-
lion in gold coins and nuggets. He promises 
the chest holds 265 gold coins, both eagles and 
American eagles. 
 
Guiding a generation of treasure seekers, he 
wrote: ‘Begin it where the warm waters 
halt…And take it in the canyon down…
Not far, but too far to walk…Put in below 
the home of Brown.” Yes, the line, too far to 
walk have led seekers into remote places in 
search of the treasure. In a tragic twist in re-
cent years, two men have died on their quest 
for the treasure. The first to die was Randy 
Bilyea, a 54-year-old grandfather along with his 
pet dog Leo. A few days ago, a second adven-
ture seeker joined his number. Pastor Paris 
Wallace, of Connection Church Grand Junc-
tion Colorado. 
 
This week I stumbled across this sad story of 
Pastor Paris Wallace who left behind a grief 
stricken wife and two children, and of course a 
hurting and confused congregation back 
home. So, what possessed Paris to take such a 
risk for nothing more than an earthly treasure? 
Of course, only Paris knows, but I suspect 
treasure seeking ran deep in his veins since the 
days when he discovered the priceless treasure 
in Jesus our Lord. You see it appears when 
God created us in His image we have a deep 
abiding longing for more. 
 

 
Jesus captured this spirit in his short parable 
found in Matthew 13 when he recounted: 
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure 
hidden in a field, which a man found and 
covered up. Then in his joy he goes and 
sells all that he has and buys that 
field.” (Matthew 13:44 ESV) 
 
Long before the security of banks with steel 
vaults, the ancient landowner in the days of 
Jesus would often hide his treasure in his fields 
to protect from the intruder, and more often 
from the ruler of the day who sought to take 
his treasure at the edge of a sword. If death 
struck unexpectedly, often one’s heirs knew of 
the treasure but not of its locale. Thus, the 
treasure would go missing and lost from gen-
eration to generation. 
 
Now, Jesus introduces a man working the land 
of another to scratch out a living from the 
earth when his shovel strikes something hard. 
Anticipating another rock, he digs only to dis-
cover a treasure beyond measure hidden in the 
field. In his joy, Jesus reports the man once 
again hides the treasure goes home and starts 
to sell it all. His wife and neighbors think he 
must be suffering from heat stroke as he liqui-
dates everything to buy what appears to be a 
worthless piece of land only good to break a 
man’s back and produce a crop by the sweat 
of the brow. 
 
Can you imagine the day the sale is completed, 
and takes his wife by the hand and leads her to 
the spot? He kneels down and digs with his 
hands. Then with a huge smile on his face, he 
lifts the treasure chest filled with more money 
than he could have earned in a lifetime. So, 
who is crazy now? 
It may cost you everything you have, but the 
treasure found in the face of Jesus cannot be 
measured or calculated. Priceless. Stop chasing 
treasure you will only leave behind; seek Jesus 
and His Kingdom and find life as it was meant 
to be. 
 
 



 

 

Financial Statistics 

 

Tithes and Offerings 

Received  July 9: $33,925 

                          (2016 $23,934) 

Month-to-date Received:  $67,562 

                              (2016  $46,410)               

 

Building Fund 

Received July9: $1,920 

Month-to-date Received: $4,388 

 

Weekly Attendance Report 

 

Sunday School Attendance:  331 

                                  (2016  304) 

 Worship Attendance:           567 

                                 (2016    356)          

 

 

  

 

 

 

Announcements: 

 

First Connections Welcome Center 

First Decatur is looking for friendly and welcoming 
volunteers to serve one Sunday a month before and 
after Bible Study at our First Connections Centers to 
help make our visitors feel at home and help them 
find their way around our prodigious complex!  This 
would be a great family activity as well.  Please con-
tact Robyn Lowrie (rklowrie@yahoo.com) or Laura 
Boyd (jlcc381@yahoo.com) to sign up today! 

 

First Connections Class 

Our First Connections class for new members and 
prospects will be combined into one session for the 
summer.  Join Pastor David and his wife, Robyn, July 
16th immediately following the worship in the Ad-
ministrative Conference Room for lunch and mem-
bership session from 11:30-1:30pm.  You can call the 
church office to sign up or on the tear-off portion of 
the worship guide. 

 

New Adult Bible Study Class 

“Faith” is an inter-generational class for adults age 20 
and above. Their focus is developing a community of 
vibrant, supportive, and spiritually active disciples. 
They meet every Sunday at 9am in room 110, Educa-
tion Building. 

 

Smiling Faces 

We are using our church database to create a new pic-
ture directory. Please send your family pictures with 
n a m e s  t o  a l y s s a @ f i r s t d e c a t u r . u s  o r 
bree@firstdecatur.us. Deadline to submit pictures is 
August 15.  
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FBC Leadership Team  

Dr. David Lowrie, Pastor:  david@firstdecatur.us 

 

Mike Stallsworth, Executive Pastor:  mike@firstdecatur.us 

 

Gerre Joiner, Senior Adult Pastor : gerjoiner@gmail.com 

 

Candy Burden, Children’s Pastor: candy@firstdecatur.us 

 

Ryan Cunnius, Interim Worship Leader: ryan@firstdecatur.us 

 

Ray Petty, Interim Student Pastor: ray@firstdecatur.us 

 

Harold Mosley, Building & Grounds : harold@firstdecatur.us 

 

Bree Kirkelie, Office Manager bree@firstdecatur.us 

 

Miranda Boswell, MDO Director: miranda@firstdecatur.us 

 

Beth Addington, Preschool Director: beth@firstdecatur.us 




